Coin details
In Bytča, he completed the reconstruction of the
castle into a modern Renaissance residence and endowed
the town with the Wedding Palace, a church and several
other buildings. Reconstruction works were undertaken
at his other properties too, particularly at the Orava and
Lietava castles. Thurzo also supported the publication of
books and other printed works and he himself possessed
a large library. With several magnates he planned to build
another higher school and financially supported existing
schools and their teachers, as well as the Protestant clergy.

Denomination: €10
Composition: Ag 900/1000
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Weight: 18 g
Diameter: 34 mm
Edge: inscription in depth: VIVIT POST FUNERA VIRTUS
			

			

(virtues survive death)

Issuing volume: up to a maximum of 11,000 coins			
			

(comprising brilliant uncirculated and proof)

Designer: Peter Valach
Engraver: Dalibor Schmidt
Producer: Mincovňa Kremnica

The obverse of the coin shows an equestrian figure of Juraj Thurzo. Behind him is a contemporary view of Lietava Castle from a bird’s-eye perspective. The national emblem of Slovakia is at
the right edge of the coin. The name of the state,
SLOVENSKO, and the year 2016 are inscribed at
the edge of the coin. The Kremnica mint mark,
MK, is on the left side of the coin. Below, there
are the initials of the name and surname of the
coin’s designer Peter Valach.

Bytča Castle

The Wedding Palace in Bytča

The Palatine‘s library
in Bytča Castle

The reverse of the coin features a portrait of Juraj
Thurzo in the right part of the coin complemented by elements of his historical coat of arms. At
the edge of the coin the name JURAJ THURZO is
situated. The year of Juraj Thurzo’s birth, 1567,
is depicted under his name and the year of his
death, 1616, is under his surname. The coin’s denomination, 10 euro, is in two lines at the bottom
left of the coin.
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Thurzo‘s memorial in Orava Castle

Orava Castle
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Juraj Thurzo
the 400th Anniversary
of his Death
Silver Collector Coin

Palatine of the Kingdom of Hungary, a statesman, a diplomat, a leader in the war
with the Ottomans, a man of learning,
a patron of culture and religion: Juraj
Thurzo was one of the most powerful
magnates in Hungary at the turn of the
16th and 17th centuries.
He was born on 2 September 1567 at Lietava
castle, in an eminent magnate family originally from
Spišské Betlanovce. His ancestors had belonged to
an elite order, the X Spiš Pikemen. The Thurzos’ skilful investments in mining and metal trading made
the family rich and, together with the Augsburg family of Fugger, they controlled the trade in non-ferrous metals in Central Europe. They entered the elite
of the Hungarian Kingdom, where several of them
held high provincial offices.
As a youth, Juraj Thurzo spent several years at
the imperial court in Vienna, where he established
useful contacts, acquired experience in diplomacy,
gained an understanding of the political situation
and prepared himself for a military career. At this
time, when the Hungarian Kingdom had been under
severe pressure from the Ottomans for several decades, participation in the anti-Turkish wars was the
duty of every noble.

In 1585, he took over his inheritance from his father
František Thurzo and dedicated himself to managing his
estates. He was District Governor of the Orava region and
the owner of the Orava, Lietava, Bytča and Tokaj estates.
During the fifteen-year war (1593 – 1606) he took part in
military operations as a commander and served as a counsellor to Emperor Rudolf. In the 16th century military
honours were a very good starting point for a career. The

ambitious Thurzo acquired the title of count in 1606
and later in 1609 he was elected palatine, the highest
secular office in the Kingdom of Hungary. He held the
position until his death. Juraj Thurzo died on 24 December 1616 in Bytča.
During his entire active life he was involved in
the promotion of education and support for the
Protestant faith. In his residential town Bytča, he
sponsored a school which, thanks to numerous foreign teachers, provided outstanding education by
the standard prevailing in Hungary at that time. He
sponsored many students during their studies at foreign universities.
Bytča also became a centre for Protestant theologians and clergymen and Thurzo maintained
contacts on religious issues with foreign, especially German, theologians. He was the patron of the
Žilina Synod in 1610, which placed the Lutheran
Church in Upper Hungary on firm foundations.
Thurzo’s activities and influence improved the
standing of Protestants in the country. He was nevertheless a staunch and loyal supporter of the ruling royal family who tried to resolve disputes with
the Hungarian nobility, especially during and after
the uprising of Štefan Bocskai.
Katarína Zrinská, matka Juraju Turzu

Lietava Castle, in 1615

Acts and rulings of the Žilina
Synod from 1610

Zlatý dukát – mince, ktoré dala raziť Mária Terézia

Thurzo‘s diary written
in a calendar from 1604

